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Goals and Philosophy of ASK Online Canada 
At ASK Online Canada, our goals are simple; we exist to assist our students in 
navigating the new world, one high school credit at a time, at their own pace!  We 
provide education opportunities using the latest technology and media available so 
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that students are optimally prepared for post-secondary studies.  Our philosophy is a 
holistic one; ASK is a school which fosters the creation of strong and positive habits 
which will continue to benefit our students after their studies with us, creating the 
bedrock upon which tomorrow’s framework of decision makers and leaders will be 
supported. We strive toward ensuring opportunities and experiences are abundant 
and multiple for our students!  
 
Value of a High School Education and the OSSD 
Education is invaluable.  John Dewey asserts that “education is not preparation for 
life; education is life itself.” In today’s rapidly changing world, being prepared for a 
wide range of challenges and obstacles is key to adapting and experiencing greater 
success or fewer stresses.  To access higher education, an Ontario high school 
diploma is one of the stepping stones available to achieve this goal.  Furthermore, an 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma is a tangible asset in preparedness for further 
education mainly because of the high standards and expectations, clearly outlined 
requirements and policies around assessment and evaluation and standardized 
testing in the areas of mathematics and literacy.  The Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma is the accepted currency for admission to Ontario’s universities, colleges and 
to those in other Canadian provinces, and in other countries.   
 
Ontario legislation states that students must stay in school until age 18 or until they 
graduate from high school in order to encourage more students to graduate and fewer 
to leave school without being adequately prepared for work or further learning.  At 
ASK, we understand the requirements for success in higher education and the 
working world.  Our courses are intended to help students develop the skills and 
mindset required for future success and to enable learners of differing styles and 
strengths to reach their potential.   
 
Software and Hardware Requirements 
To access and successfully complete ASK courses online, you must have the 
following: 

• Access to the internet 

• Word processing software  

• Printer (for some courses) 

• Scanner (for some courses) 

• Ability to download some software (for some courses) 
 
Attendance 
Attendance is logged for all students but not recorded for marks in any courses.  
Absences are not recorded.  If a student does not log into his or her course, he or she 
cannot complete course requirements and cannot receive credit. Students create 
their own individual, personal schedules in order to meet their own personal goals.  
Students have up to 12 months to complete their courses and have the option of 
paying for course extensions.  Students choose when to complete their coursework.  
ASK Online Canada credit courses indicate that at least 110 hours of coursework is 
required and time requirements per unit are outlined however this does not include 
additional time that students may take to spend on projects or to prepare for tests or 
examinations. We fully acknowledge that students learn at different paces, and 
therefore, we do not monitor the log ins or time spent on courses or in any way 
penalize students for time spent. Course progress is determined by the students’ 
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completion of the course lessons, forums, and assessments. Teacher tracks student 
activity through regular and ongoing communication through the learning platform or 
other means if necessary. If students’ login records appear to be detrimental to their 
school success, ASK staff may contact students and/or parents to discuss 
requirements for academic success. 
 
School Terms 
Students may begin courses at ASK any time!  There is no pre-set start date or end 
date as long as students complete their courses within 12 months.  If students require 
additional time, they may pay for an extension.  We recommend that students take 
no more than 4 courses at one time.  If a student would like to take more than 4 credit 
courses at one time, the Principal’s approval would be required.   
 
Report Cards and Transcripts 
Students receive a mid-term mark (approximately half way through their course) and 
a final mark upon completion of course requirements.  ASK Online Canada sends 
reports to students’ home schools so that the course(s) may be added to the students’ 
transcript or for ASK Online Canada full time students, copies of the reports are 
retained in the Ontario Student Record (OSR) folder.  The Report Card shows a 
student’s achievement at specific points in the school year or semester. The first 
report reflects student achievement of the overall curriculum expectations during the 
first reporting period, as well as development of the learning skills and work habits. 
The final report reflects achievement of the overall expectations and development of 
the learning skills and work habits up to the end of the course. On the report cards 
for the final reporting period, the achievement recorded on the previous report is also 
shown, in order to provide parents with an overview of the student’s achievement in 
each course.   As required by the Ministry of Education, detailed records of students’ 
results are kept. These records are available to students and parents (if the student 
is under 18) upon request. Full disclosure of all courses attempted in grades 11 and 
12 is made on all Ontario Student Transcripts.  
 
Students’ Responsibilities 
Our students are required to follow the ASK School Code of Conduct. 
 

Code of Conduct   
ASK Online Canada is fully committed to providing a safe and healthy 
learning and working environment by promoting respect, civility, 
responsible citizenship, and academic excellence.  A positive school 
climate exists when all members of the school community feel safe, 
comfortable and accepted. Our Code of Conduct was developed in 
accordance with its policies and procedures, the Education Act, and 
the Provincial Code of Conduct.  All members of the school community 
are expected to maintain the following standards of behaviour:   

• respect and comply with all applicable federal, provincial and 
municipal laws; 

• demonstrate honesty and integrity; 

• respect differences in people, their ideas and opinions; 

• treat one and other with dignity and respect at all times, and especially 
when there is a disagreement; 
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• respect and treat others fairly, regardless of race, ancestry, place of 
origin, colour, ethnic origin, citizenship, gender, gender identity, family 
or marital status, sexual orientation, creed (faith), socio-economic 
status, same sex partnership status, age, or disability;  

• respect the rights of others; 

• show proper care and regard for school property and the property of 
others; 

• take appropriate measures to help those in need; 

• respect persons who are in a position of authority;  

• respect the need of others to work in an environment of learning and 
teaching.  
 
Homework 
Homework is a learning activity which is completed outside the 
classroom. Its purposes are to:  

 Supplement and support school experiences through related out-of-
class activities;  

 Encourage the development of self-discipline and good work habits; 
 Help develop positive attitudes towards independent study and lifelong 

learning; 
 Acquaint parents with students’ in-school learning; 
 Assist students in preparing for subsequent planned learning.  

 
Academic Integrity  
Academic integrity is being truthful in one’s schooling. Cheating and 
plagiarism are the main failings. Cheating is usually defined as the act of 
practicing deceit or breaking the rules. In the context of assessment of 
learning, cheating is defined as the deviation from the behavior expected in 
an assessment of learning situation. Some examples are:   

▪ copying another student’s homework 
▪ using another student’s work on any assessment of learning 
▪ using unauthorized notes or notations in an assessment of learning  
▪ asking for or giving someone an answer during an assessment of learning  
▪ unauthorized use of electronic media during an assessment of learning  
▪ presenting assessment of learning that have been completed by someone else 

as one’s own 
Plagiarism is the use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of 
another without 
attribution, in order to represent them as one’s own original work (Growing 
Success 2010, p.151). It can take many forms, including:    

▪ submitting an assessment of learning written by someone else, e.g., buying an 
essay, downloading an essay, someone else completing the assessment of 
learning, copying or using work or homework done by another; 

▪ piecing together material from one or several sources and adding only linking 
words or sentences; 

▪ quoting or paraphrasing material without citing the source, including, books, 
magazines, journals, websites, newspapers, television programs, radio 
programs, movies, videos, photographs, and drawings in print or electronic 
form;  
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▪ copying and pasting from the Internet or other electronic sites without citing 
the source; 

▪ omitting quotation marks for direct quotations even if the sources have been 
cited.  
There are severe and potentially permanent consequences for a lack of 
academic integrity: 

▪ loss of credibility (reputation); 
▪ mark penalty up to 100% (awarded zero) on the assessment in question; 
▪ removal from the course; 
▪ removal from the school. 

 
Progressive Discipline  
If a student breaches the code of conduct, progressive discipline techniques 
will be applied. Progressive discipline is a whole-school approach that utilizes 
a continuum of interventions, supports, and consequences to address 
inappropriate actions and to promote positive behaviours.  If inappropriate 
actions occur, disciplinary measures will be applied that shift the focus from 
being solely punitive to being corrective and supportive. A range of 
interventions, supports, and consequences may be employed to include 
learning opportunities to reinforce positive behaviour while helping students 
to make better choices.  Interventions may include:        

▪ Discussion with a teacher, member of the support staff, vice-principal or 
principal 

▪ Performance/ behaviour contracts 
▪ Reflection sheet  
▪ Parental contact and involvement in applying an appropriate remedy 
▪ Individual counseling 
▪ Written or oral apology 
▪ Suspension 
▪ Police involvement 
▪ Expulsion  

The following are behaviours for which the Principal may consider 
suspension or expulsion and may call the police: 

• Uttering a threat to inflict serious bodily harm on another person by stating a 
willingness to cause death or serious bodily harm to a person. The term “threat” 
does not apply to situations in which no real threat was intended.  

• Bullying: is typically a form of repeated, persistent and aggressive behaviour 
that is directed at an individual or individuals that is intended to cause (or 
should be known to cause) fear and distress and/or harm to another person’s 
body, feelings, self-esteem, or reputation.  

• Aid / incite harmful behaviour.  

• Sexual harassment occurs when a person receives unwelcome sexual 
attention from another person, whose comments or conduct is known or should 
reasonably be known to be offensive, inappropriate, intimidating, hostile and 
unwelcome. It also includes an environment in which sexist or homophobic 
jokes and materials are allowed. Harassment is often, but not always, 
persistent, ongoing conduct or communication in any form, of attitudes, beliefs, 
or actions towards an individual or group which might reasonably be known to 
be unwelcome. A single act or expression can constitute harassment, for 
example, if it is a serious violation. Harassment may be either subtle or blunt. 
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• Racial harassment means engaging in a course of vexatious comments or 
conduct pertaining to a person’s race which is known, or is reasonably known, 
to be offensive, inappropriate, intimidating, hostile and unwelcome. Race 
refers to a group of people of common ancestry, distinguished from others by 
physical characteristics, such as colour of skin, shape of eyes, hair texture or 
facial features. The term is also used, at present, to designate social categories 
into which societies divide people according to such characteristics. 

• Hate-motivated violence. Hate material includes literature, leaflets, posters, 
graffiti distributed (or sent by electronic means) to incite violence or animosity 
against an identifiable group and/or their property. The incitement of hatred or 
bias-motivated incidents against an identifiable group may include persons 
distinguished by their race, national or ethnic origin, language, colour, religion, 
sex, age, mental or physical disability, sexual orientation or other similar factor. 

• Extortion is using threats, accusations or violence or threats of violence to 
induce any person to do anything or cause anything to be done. 

• Inappropriate use of electronic communications/media is the intentional use of 
an electronic device or communication medium, such as, but not limited to, all 
features of a phone, a cell phone, digital camera, blackberry, e-mails, Web-
based communication sites and print material, such as flyers, school 
newspapers and brochures, that negatively affect the well-being of another 
person and/or the learning environment in accordance with the definition of 
harassment (as set out above) and/or an act considered by the Principal to be 
a breach of the School’s Code of Conduct.  

 
Course Completion Deadlines 
Meeting deadlines demonstrates effective time management skills; however, any 
student faced with the possibility of not meeting a deadline should make the teacher 
aware as soon as possible, and state the reason(s) and be prepared to suggest 
possible solutions.  To effectively prepare students for post-secondary and work 
challenges, deadlines will be enforced. However, we understand, that for various 
reasons, students may require additional time to complete course requirements and 
may pay to receive an extension of time. 
 
Missed Assessments of Learning 
Missed assignments for evaluation will be noted on the report card as part of the 
evaluation of a student’s development of the learning skills and work habits. When 
appropriate, a student’s failure to submit, other assignments (including homework) 
may also be noted on the report card as part of the evaluation of the student’s 
development of the learning skills and work habits.  
 
Requirements for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)  
To obtain an OSSD, a student must earn a total of 30 credits, 18 of which are 
compulsory:  

• 4 credits in English (1 credit per grade- a maximum of 3 credits in English as a second language 

(ESL) or English literacy development (ELD) may be counted towards the 4 compulsory credits in English, 
but the fourth must be a credit earned for a Grade 12 compulsory English course) 

• 1 credit in French as a second language  
• 3 credits in mathematics (at least one in Gr. 11 or 12) 

• 2 credits in science 

• 1 credit in Canadian history 

• 1 credit in Canadian geography 
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• 1 credit in the arts 

• 1 credit in health and physical education 

• .5 credits in civics 

• .5 credits in career studies  
 
Plus one credit from each of the following groups: 

• Group 1: additional credit in English, or French as a second language**, or a 
Native language, or a classical or an international language, or social sciences 
and the humanities or Canadian and world studies, or guidance and career 
education or co-operative education.***    

• Group 2: additional credit in health and physical education, or the arts, or 
business studies, or French as a second language,** or cooperative 
education.***   

• Group 3: additional credit in science (Grade 11 or 12), or technological 
education, or French as a second language,** or computer studies, or 
cooperative education.***   

 
In addition, students must complete: 

• 12 optional credits 

• complete 40 hours of community involvement activities 

• successfully complete the provincial secondary school literacy requirement   
 
**In groups 1, 2, and 3, a maximum of 2 credits in French as a second language can count as 
compulsory credits, one from group 1 and one from either group 2 or group 3.  
***A maximum of 2 credits in cooperative education can count as compulsory credits.  
†The 12 optional credits may include up to 4 credits earned through approved dual credit 
courses.  

 
Community Involvement 
Each student is responsible for finding and completing 40 hours of 
volunteer work.  ASK Online Canada advises students of the requirements 
and procedures for completing the 40 hours of community involvement. 
Students receive information and the appropriate forms.  Students must 
obtain the Principal’s approval before commencing a placement.  The 
necessary forms are available through the school.  
 
Ministry of Education List of Ineligible Activities  
The Ministry of Education has developed a list of activities that may not be chosen as 
community involvement activities. These are referred to as ineligible activities. An 
ineligible activity is an activity that:   

• is a requirement of a class or course in which the student is enrolled (e.g. 
cooperative education portion of a course, job shadowing, work experience); 

• takes place during the time allotted for the instructional program on a school 
day. However, an activity that takes place during a student’s lunch break or 
“spare” period is permissible. 

• takes place in a logging or mining environment, if the student is under sixteen 
years of age; 

• takes place in a factory, if the student is under fifteen years of age; takes place 
in a workplace other than a factory, if the student is under fourteen years of 
age and is not accompanied by an adult. 

• would normally be performed for wages by a person in the workplace. 
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• involves the operation of a vehicle, power tools, or scaffolding. 

• involves the administration of any type or form of medication or medical 
procedure to other person. 

• involves handling of substances classed as “designated substances” under the 
Occupation Health and Safety Act. 

• requires the knowledge of a trades-person whose trade is regulated by the 
provincial government. 

• involves banking or handling of securities, or the handling of jewelry, works of 
art, antiques or other valuables. 

• consists of duties normally performed in the home (i.e. daily chores), or 
personal recreational activities. 

• involves activities for a court-ordered program (e.g. community-service 
program for young offenders, probationary program).  

 
Ministry of Education List of Eligible Activities   

• Working and/or assisting with activities for the elderly (senior citizens)  

• Working and/or assisting persons who are physically or mentally 
challenged  

• Coaching or assisting with the management of an athletic team in the 
community  

• Helping any community organization such as Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis, 
United Way, Kids Help Phone, Food Banks  

• Working with the Boy Scouts of Canada or Girl Guides of Canada, 
Children’s Aid Society 

• Volunteer work in any health care setting (hospital) 

• Working with any community organization recognized as helping make 
the city a safer or more environmentally sound place.  

• Volunteering time to raise money for recognized charities such as 
Kid’s Help Phone, Canada World Youth, Interim Place, Canadian 
Cancer Society, Campaign Against Child Poverty, the United Way  

• Volunteering at the Humane Society or a Veterinary Clinic 

• Volunteering to help in a-not for-profit community activity that is 
approved by the Principal.  

 
Prerequisites 
For some courses the Ontario Ministry of Education requires students to have passed 
a lower level course first. The Principal may allow a prerequisite to be waived once a 
written request has been received and the student successfully completing an 
assessment indicating s/he has the skills necessary for success in the desired course. 
Parent(s), the student, and the appropriate school staff may be consulted before a 
decision is made. Approval forms will be kept on file within the student’s OSR.  
 
Substitutions for Compulsory Courses 
Substitutions may be made for a limited number of compulsory credits, using courses 
from the remaining courses that meet the compulsory credit requirements that are 
offered by the school. To meet individual students' needs, principals may replace up 
to three compulsory courses (or the equivalent in half courses). A maximum of one 
credit earned for a learning strategies course may be used through substitution to 
meet a compulsory credit requirement. Each substitution will be noted on the 
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student's Ontario Student Transcript. Co-operative Education credits may not be used 
as a substitute for compulsory credits. ASK Online Canada does not make these 
substitutions.   
 
Ontario Secondary School Literacy Requirement  
All students are required to meet the secondary school literacy graduation 
requirement in order to earn an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). The 
requirement is based on the expectations for reading and writing throughout the 
Ontario curriculum up to and including Grade 9. The purpose of the secondary school 
literacy graduation requirement is to determine whether students have the skills in 
reading and writing that they will need to succeed in school, at work, and in daily life. 
To meet this requirement, students are expected to take and successfully complete 
the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) in Grade 10 in accordance with 
the policies outlined in section 6.1.3.1. of Ontario Schools, Kindergarten to grade 12 
(OS K-12). Once students have successfully completed the OSSLT, they may not 
retake it.  Students who do not successfully complete the OSSLT will have additional 
opportunities to meet the literacy graduation requirement in accordance with the 
policies pertaining to the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (s 6.1.3.1 OS K-
12), the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC) (s 6.1.3.2 OS K-12), or 
the adjudication process. ASK Online Canada does not offer adjudication.   
 
Mature students have the option to enrol directly in the OSSLC without first attempting 
the OSSLT. They may still elect to meet the literacy graduation requirement by 
successfully completing the OSSLT.  A mature student is a student who is at least 
eighteen years of age on or before December 31st of the school year in which he or 
she registers in an Ontario secondary school program; who was not enrolled as a 
regular day school student for a period of at least one school year immediately 
preceding his or her registration in a secondary school program (for mature students, 
a school year is a period of no less than ten consecutive months immediately 
preceding the student’s return to school); and who is enrolled in a secondary program 
for the purpose of obtaining an OSSD.   
 
The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) 
The OSSLT is the usual method for assessing the literacy skills of students in Ontario 
for the purpose of determining whether they meet the provincial secondary school 
literacy requirement for graduation. The test thus identifies students who have 
demonstrated the required skills in literacy as well as those who have not 
demonstrated the required skills and will need to do further work. The test identifies 
the specific areas in which these latter students need remediation.  
The test is scheduled by and administered through the Education Quality and 
Accountability Office (EQAO) once each year, usually in the spring. Students will 
usually take the OSSLT in the school year following the school year in which they 
enter Grade 9, unless a deferral is granted by the principal.  
Students who do not successfully complete the OSSLT will have opportunities to 
retake the test in subsequent years, on dates scheduled by the EQAO. Once students 
have successfully completed the OSSLT, they may not retake it.  
Students who are English language learners may be entitled to special provisions.  
 
The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC) 
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Policy requirements for taking the OSSLC are contained in the curriculum policy 
document The Ontario Curriculum: English – The Ontario Secondary School Literacy 
Course (OSSLC), Grade 12. Students who pass the course are considered to have 
met the literacy graduation requirement.  
The reading and writing competencies required by the OSSLT form the instructional 
and assessment core of the course. The course differs from other courses in that it 
outlines specific requirements for evaluation in order to ensure alignment with the 
requirements of the OSSLT.  
If a student has had two opportunities to take the OSSLT and has failed it at least 
once, the student is eligible to enrol in the OSSLC. Principals have the discretion to 
allow a student to enrol in the OSSLC before he or she has had a second opportunity 
to take the OSSLT, if the principal determines that it is in the best educational interest 
of the student. Mature students may enrol directly in the OSSLC.  
The credit earned for successfully completing the OSSLC may also be used to meet 
the Grade 11 or the Grade 12 compulsory credit requirement in English or to meet 
the Group 1 compulsory credit requirement for the Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma. A student cannot be granted credit for the OSSLC through the challenge 
process from the Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition policy.  
 
Accommodations, Special Provisions, Deferrals, Exemptions 
Necessary accommodations must be made to ensure that students who are receiving 
special education programs and services and who have an Individual Education Plan 
(IEP) have a fair and equal opportunity to successfully complete the OSSLT or the 
OSSLC. Special provisions are adjustments to the setting and/or timing for writing the 
test for English language learners. Deferrals are intended for students who are 
working towards an OSSD and who have not yet acquired a level of proficiency in 
English that would allow them to successfully complete the test. Eligible students may 
receive an exemption from the literacy graduation requirement.  Information about 
accommodations, special provisions, deferrals, and exemptions is available from the 
Education Quality and Accountability Office, Ontario Secondary School Literacy or 
from the Principal. 
 
Test (OSSLT): Guide for Accommodations, Special Provisions, Deferrals, and 
Exemptions.  Available on the EQAO website, at www.eqao.com, under Educator 
Resources, or by writing to: Education Quality and Accountability Office, 2 Carlton 
Street, Suite 1200 Toronto, ON M5B 2M9  
 
Requirements for the Ontario Secondary School Certificate (OSSC)  
The Ontario Secondary School Certificate will be granted on request to students 
who leave school before earning the Ontario Secondary School Diploma and who 
have earned a minimum of 14 credits, 7 of which satisfy the compulsory credit 
requirements.  

Compulsory credits (total of 7) Optional credits (total of 7) 

2 credits in English 7 credits selected by the student from 
available courses 

1 credit in Canadian geography or 
history 

 

1 credit in mathematics 

1 credit in science 
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1 credit in health and physical 
education 

1 credit in the arts or technological 
education 

 
Requirements for the Ontario Certificate of Accomplishment  
Students who leave school before fulfilling the requirements for the Ontario 
Secondary School Diploma or the Ontario Secondary School Certificate may be 
granted a Certificate of Accomplishment. The Certificate of Accomplishment may be 
a useful means of recognizing achievement for students who plan to take certain 
vocational programs or other kinds of further training, or who plan to find employment 
after leaving school.  The Certificate of Accomplishment will be accompanied by the 
student’s Ontario Student Transcript. For those students who have an IEP, a copy of 
the IEP may be included.  Students who return to school to complete additional credit 
and non-credit courses (including courses with modified or alternative expectations 
in special education programs) will have their transcript updated accordingly, but will 
not be issued a new Certificate of Accomplishment. The Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma or Ontario Secondary School Certificate will be granted when a student has 
fulfilled the appropriate requirements.  
 
Definition of a Credit  
A credit is granted in recognition of the successful completion of a course that has 
been scheduled for a minimum of 110 hours. A half credit may be granted for each 
55-hour part of a 110-hour ministry developed course. Credits are granted to 
students by the Principal of a secondary school on behalf of the Minister of 
Education.  
 
Types of Courses  
ASK Online Canada may offer three types of Grade 9/10 courses, based upon 
demand:  Academic, Applied, and Open.    
 
Upon registration, students are assessed to determine which courses, including 
English As a Second Language courses, student require.  If necessary, supports 
may be implemented to assist English Language Learners. 
Academic courses develop students’ knowledge and skills through the study of 
theory and abstract problems. These courses focus on the essential concepts of a 
subject and explore related concepts as well. They incorporate practical applications 
as appropriate.  
Applied courses focus on the essential concepts of a subject and develop students’ 
knowledge and skills through practical applications and concrete examples. Familiar 
situations are used to illustrate ideas, and students are given more opportunities to 
experience hands-on applications of the concepts and theories they study.  
Open courses, which comprise a set of expectations that are appropriate for all 
students, are designed to broaden students’ knowledge and skills in subjects that 
reflect their interests and prepare them for active and rewarding participation in 
society. They are not designed with the specific requirements of university, college, 
or the workplace in mind.  
Our school may offer five types of Grade 11/12 courses: College preparation, 
University preparation, University/college preparation, Workplace preparation, and 
Open.    
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College preparation courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge 
and skills they need to meet the entrance requirements for most college programs 
or for admission to specific apprenticeship or other training programs.  
University preparation courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge 
and skills they need to meet the entrance requirements for university programs.  
University/college preparation courses are designed to equip students with the 
knowledge and skills they need to meet the entrance requirements for specific 
programs offered at universities and colleges.  
Workplace preparation courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge 
and skills they need to meet the expectations of employers, if they plan to enter the 
workforce directly after graduation, or the requirements for admission to certain 
apprenticeship or other training programs.  
Open courses, which comprise a set of expectations that are appropriate for all 
students, are designed to broaden students’ knowledge and skills in subjects that 
reflect their interests and prepare them for active and rewarding participation in 
society. They are not designed with the specific requirements of university, college, 
or the workplace in mind.  
 
The Course Coding System 
Each course is assigned a five-character code by the Ministry of Education. 

Code Characters Explanation Example - ENG2D 

 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd 

Subject discipline of the course 
in letters 

 
“ENG” represents English 

 
 

4th 

Grade level as a number: 
 1--Grade   9  

2--Grade 10 
3--Grade 11 
4--Grade 12 

 
 

2 ……Grade 10 

 
 

5th 

Type of course as a letter: 
    D….ACADEMIC 
    O….OPEN 
    M….UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE 
    U…. UNIVERSITY 

 
 

D ……Academic 

 
In the case of ESL/ELD, and classical/international language courses, the 4th character 
(A,B,C,D,E) refers to a level of proficiency i.e. ESLBO is grade 10. 
 
Cooperative Education  
Cooperative education allows students to earn additional credits in a subject through 
a work placement in the community. The program involves the following elements: an 
individualized learning plan based on the curriculum expectations for a course and 
the job-specific expectations of the related placement; monitoring of students’ 
progress by a teacher; opportunities for students to analyze their out-of-school 
experiences and to integrate them with in-school learning; and an evaluation process 
to determine whether course expectations have been met. ASK Online Canada does 
not currently offer Cooperative education.  
 
Job Shadowing 
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Job Shadowing allows a student to spend one-half to one day (or, in some cases, up 
to three days) observing a worker in a specific occupation. ASK Online Canada does 
not offer Job Shadowing.   
 
Senior Course Withdrawal  
Students in Grades 11 or 12 who wish to withdraw from a course must do so within 
5 days following the issuance of the mid-term report card if they wish no mention of 
the course on their transcript. A Grade 11-12 course dropped after this time will 
have any marks earned recorded on the OST. This is full disclosure.  If a student 
withdraws from a course, there is no refund of fees. 
 
Changing Courses  
Students who wish to change courses after they have started their course, must do 
so within 2 weeks of starting and with permission from the subject teacher and 
principal. There is no refund of fees. 
 
Changing Course Types  
A student may enroll in a different type of course in a given subject in Grade 10 than 
the type s/he completed in Grade 9, although doing so may require additional 
preparation, as recommended by the Principal. Mathematics is exceptional. The sole 
prerequisite for Grade 10 academic mathematics is Grade 9 academic mathematics, 
or the designated transfer course.  
In Grades 10 to 12, a student may change to a different type of course in a given 
subject provided that the student has taken the prerequisite.  If the Principal believes 
that a student can be successful in a particular course without having the prerequisite, 
the Principal may waive the prerequisite but will not often/ever do so. 
 
The Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) Process 
Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) may recognize and credit 
learning that has occurred outside Ontario schools. The student’s knowledge is 
evaluated against the expectations outlined in provincial curriculum documents in 
order to determine whether a credit in the subject should be awarded to the student 
without the student enrolling in and attending a course. PLAR has “equivalency” and 
“challenge”; ASK Online Canada does not accept PLAR challenges. Equivalency is 
the process of assessing credentials from other jurisdictions. International students 
may be deemed to require as few as 4 credits to qualify for an OSSD.   
 
Assessment and Evaluation Policy 
All assessment and evaluation is based upon the Ministry of Education documents 
Growing Success 2010 and Ontario Schools K-12 2011.  
 
Assessment is based on a combination of class work, regular class tests and 
examinations. Examinations are written at the end of each semester. The final 
evaluation for all courses comprises 30% of the total grade. The remaining 70% is for 
summative assessment and evaluations conducted throughout the course.  
 
Assessment and evaluation is based on the provincial expectations and achievement 
levels outlined in provincial curriculum documents.  A wide range of assessment and 
evaluation opportunities allows students to demonstrate their learning in a variety of 
ways. This information provides the basis for reporting student grades.  
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Assessment and evaluation includes the following four categories:  

• knowledge and understanding 

• thinking  

• communication 

• application  
 
Achievement Levels 

Percentage 
Grade Range 

Achievement 
Level 

Summary Description 

 
80 - 100% 

 
Level 4  

A very high to outstanding level of 
achievement. Achievement is above the 
provincial standard. 

70 - 79% Level 3 A high level of achievement. Achievement is 
at the provincial standard. 

 
60 - 69% 

 
Level 2 

A moderate level of achievement. 
Achievement is below, but approaching the 
provincial standard. 

 
50 - 59% 

 
Level 1 

A passable level of achievement. 
Achievement is below the provincial 
standard. 

 
Below 50% 

 Insufficient achievement of curriculum 
expectations. A credit will not be granted. 

 
Final Course Grade for Grades 9 - 12 
A final grade is determined as follows:  

• 70% of the grade is based on assessments of learning conducted throughout the 
course (conversation- observation- or product-based); 

• 30% of the grade is based on a final assessment of learning that must be completed 
towards the end of the course. It will be consistent with the assessment experienced 
throughout the course.   
 
Final Examination Policy 
Many senior and other course require that students write a closed-book final 
examination at the end of the course.  Students have three (3) options with respect 
to how they write their final examination: 
 

• Option 1:  Students may write in the presence of ASK staff at a pre-arranged 
location such as a library or ASK administrative office. 

 

• Option 2:  Students may write in front of a proctor.  A proctor is a person 
who meets with the student and witnesses that all procedures and rules 
relating to the examination were followed correctly.  The date and time of the 
final examination, the place and the proctor may be selected by the student 
but must be pre-approved by the Principal.  Students must submit a Proctor 
Approval Application to their teacher and Principal at least 10 days before 
their proposed examination date.  In order to be approved, any in-person 
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exam proctor must meet all of the following criteria: 
• Must not be related to the student in any way 
• Must not be a student at any level of study 
• Must not be a tutor 
• Must have a university degree or college designation 
• Must have a valid, non-generic business email address provided by 

  the proctor’s current place of work  
If the proctor is approved, both the proctor and student will be provided with 
detailed examination instructions via email. The approved proctor and 
student may then proceed with the final exam as scheduled. Once the exam 
has been written, the proctor must sign the Proctor Memorandum provided 
by ASK indicating that all procedures were properly followed. This document 
must be returned to the Principal promptly following the exam. A student’s 
final grade is not released until this document has been submitted.  If a 
student chooses a proctor who charges a fee for their services, the student is 
responsible for those or any other expenses. 
 

• Option 3: Online Proctoring with EXAMITY (https://examity.com) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Students may use Examity, a pre-approved, online proctoring service. This 
service is particularly helpful for students who are unable to find an in-person 
proctor or require last-minute examination arrangements. ASK strongly 
recommends scheduling at least two days in advance to allow for proper 
teacher communication.  To schedule an exam, students must set up a 
profile with Examity via the student portal, which is accessible from the home 
page of the learning environment. The student will be emailed a list of 
detailed instructions for writing the exam with the online proctor. 
For this proctoring option, students will be required to have: 

• A webcam 
• A microphone 
• A laptop or desktop computer 
• Government-issued photo ID 

Upon completion of the exam, the student’s exam video will be reviewed to 
verify that all procedures were properly followed. Examity’s fees are payable 
by the student upon scheduling the exam. In addition to the fees below, there 
is a US$5.00 rush fee for exams scheduled within 24 hours of the chosen 
exam time. 

Exam 
Length 

Examity 
Fee (USD) 

1.5 hours $23.50 

2 hours $23.50 

2.5 hours $30.50 

3 hours $30.50 
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Promotion Policy 
Students will be granted credits for courses in which the final mark is 50% or higher. 
Most courses have a credit value of one.  
 
Guidance Services 
Students are consulted about their educational plans and career alternatives and 
are encouraged to utilize the Guidance services available at ASK Online Canada. 
The Principal provides guidance regarding post-secondary education options, 
career and life planning.  As well, the school can facilitate students in accessing 
community services.  Students at risk of not graduating will be encouraged and 
supports in collaboration with parents in order to determine a meaningful pathway 
for such students. ASK supports students through the Individual Pathways Plan in 
terms of:  

student development – the development of habits and skills necessary for 
learning  
interpersonal development – the development of the knowledge and skills 
needed in getting along with others  

career development – the development of the knowledge and skills needed 
to set short-term and long-term goals in planning for the future  

 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/policy/cps/CreatingPathwaysSuccess.pdf 

 
English Language Learners 
As more newcomers enter the Ontario education system, the linguistic range of our 
students increases which creates the need for support for some students at ASK.  
In order to enable our students to fully develop their range of English literacy skills, 
we offer the following supports: 

• Flexible programs of study in order to accommodate the needs of students who 
require instruction in English as a second language or English literacy development. 

• Teachers of all subjects are responsible for helping students develop their abilities 
to use English. 

• Students who enrol at ASK Online Canada have the opportunity during registration 
to provide information about their English language learning backgrounds, including 
the number of years they have been learning English. This information informs the 
instruction of teachers and the accommodations they provide throughout their 
courses. 

• Early English language learners (ELLs) are encouraged to explore opportunities to 
work in their first language, to use a bilingual dictionary, to keep a vocabulary log, 
and to use graphic organizers to help them complete complex tasks. ELL students 
are encouraged to contact their teacher and Principal if they require assessment 
accommodations in their courses. Students can be provided with extra time on 
quizzes, tests, and examinations to ensure that they have time to process the 
demands of the task and comprehend the language in which the assessments are 
written. Teachers give special consideration to more recent evidence of 
achievement when determining final grades in courses. 

• We are aware that it can take up to seven years for an ELL student to reach a level 
of proficiency in reading, writing, and abstract thinking that puts them on par with of 
native speaker of English.   
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Course Offerings 
Courses offered at ASK Online Canada are listed and described below. Ontario policy 
curriculum documents in each subject area are available through the Ministry of 
Education website at www.edu.gov.on.ca/ 
 
Copies of Courses of Study are available through the Principal by contacting: 
contact@askonlinecanada.com.    
 
 
 
 
 

Courses Offered/ Descriptions 
 

Media Arts, Grade 10, Open (ASM2O)  
This course enables students to create media art works by exploring new media, 
emerging technologies such as digital animation, and a variety of traditional art 
forms such as film, photography, video, and visual arts. Students will acquire 
communications skills that are transferable beyond the media arts classroom 
and develop an understanding of responsible practices related to the creative 
process. Students will develop the skills necessary to create and interpret media 
art works.  
Prerequisite: None  

 
Media Arts, Grade 11, University/College (ASM3M)  

This course focuses on the development of media arts skills through the production 
of art works involving traditional and emerging technologies, tools, and techniques 
such as new media, computer animation, and web environments. Students will 
explore the evolution of media arts as an extension of traditional art forms, use the 
creative process to produce effective media art works, and critically analyse the 
unique characteristics of this art form. Students will examine the role of media 
artists in shaping audience perceptions of identity, culture, and values.  
Prerequisite: Media Arts, Grade 10, Open  
 

Media Arts, Grade 12, University/College (ASM4M)  
This course emphasizes the refinement of media arts skills through the creation 
of a thematic body of work by applying traditional and emerging technologies, 
tools, and techniques such as multimedia, computer animation, installation art, 
and performance art. Students will develop works that express their views on 
contemporary issues and will create portfolios suitable for use in either career 
or postsecondary education applications. Students will critically analyse the 
role of media artists in shaping audience perceptions of identity, culture, and 
community values.  
Prerequisite: Media Arts, Grade 11, University/College Preparation  
 
Visual Arts, Grade 9, Open (AVI1O)  

This course is exploratory in nature, offering an overview of visual arts as a 
foundation for further study. Students will become familiar with the elements 
and principles of design and the expressive qualities of various materials by 
using a range of media, processes, techniques, and styles. Students will use 
the creative and critical analysis processes and will interpret art within a 
personal, contemporary, and historical context.  
Prerequisite: None  
 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/
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Visual Arts, Grade 10, Open (AVI2O)  
This course enables students to develop their skills in producing and presenting 
art by introducing them to new ideas, materials, and processes for artistic 
exploration and experimentation. Students will apply the elements and 
principles of design when exploring the creative process. Students will use the 
critical analysis process to reflect on and interpret art within a personal, 
contemporary, and historical context.  
Prerequisite: None  
Visual Arts, Grade 11, University/College (AVI3M)  

This course enables students to further develop their 
knowledge and skills in visual arts. Students will use the 
creative process to explore a wide range of themes through 
studio work that may include drawing, painting, sculpting, and printmaking, as well 
as the creation of collage, multimedia works, and works using emerging technologies. 
Students will use the critical analysis process when evaluating their own work and 
the work of others. The course may be delivered as a comprehensive program or 
through a program focused on a particular art form (e.g., photography, video, 
computer graphics, information design).  

Prerequisite: Visual Arts, Grade 9 or 10, Open  
 
Visual Arts, Grade 12, University/College (AVI4M)  
This course focuses on enabling students to refine their use of the 
creative process when creating and presenting two- and three-
dimensional art works using a variety of traditional and emerging media 
and technologies. Students will use the critical analysis process to 
deconstruct art works and explore connections between art and society. 
The studio program enables students to explore a range of materials, 
processes, and techniques that can be applied in their own art 
production. Students will also make connections between various works 
of art in personal, contemporary, historical, and cultural contexts.  
Prerequisite: Visual Arts, Grade 11, University/College Preparation  
 
Introduction to Business, Grade 9, Open (BBI1O)  

This course introduces students to the world of business. 
Students will develop an understanding of the functions of 
business, including accounting, marketing, information and 
communication technology, human resources, and production, 
and of the importance of ethics and social responsibility. This 
course builds a foundation for further studies in business and 
helps students develop the business knowledge and skills they 
will need in their everyday lives.  
Prerequisite: None  
 

 
Introduction to Business, Grade 10, Open (BBI2O)  
This course introduces students to the world of business. Students will develop an 
understanding of the functions of business, including accounting, marketing, 
information and communication technology, human resources, and production, and 
of the importance of ethics and social responsibility. This course builds a foundation 
for further studies in business and helps students develop the business knowledge 
and skills they will need in their everyday lives.  
Prerequisite: None  
 
International Business Fundamentals, Grade 12, University/College (BBB4M)  
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This course provides an overview of the importance of international business 
and trade in the global economy and explores the factors that influence 
success in international markets. Students will learn about the techniques and 
strategies associated with marketing, distribution, and managing international 
business effectively. This course prepares students for postsecondary 
programs in business, including international business, marketing, and 
management.  
Prerequisite: None  
 
 
 
 

 
Business Leadership: Management Fundamentals, (BOH4M) Grade 12, University/College  

This course focuses on the development of leadership skills used in managing 
a successful business. Students will analyse the role of a leader in business, 
with a focus on decision making, management of group dynamics, workplace 
stress and conflict, motivation of employees, and planning. Effective business 
communication skills, ethics, and social responsibility are also emphasized.  
Prerequisite: None  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Individual and the Economy, Grade 11, University/College (CIE3M)  
This course explores issues and challenges facing the Canadian economy as well 
as the implications of various responses to them. Students will explore the 
economic role of firms, workers, and government as well as their own role as 
individual consumers and contributors, and how all of these roles affect stability and 
change in the Canadian economy. Students will apply the concepts of economic 
thinking and the economic inquiry process, including economic models, to 
investigate the impact of economic issues and decisions at the individual, regional, 
and national level.  
Prerequisite: Canadian History since World War I, Grade 10, Academic or Applied  
 
 
Analysing Current Economic Issues, Grade 12, University (CIA4U)  

This course examines current Canadian and international economic issues, 
developments, policies, and practices from diverse perspectives. Students 
will explore the decisions that individuals and institutions, including 
governments, make in response to economic issues such as globalization, 
trade agreements, economic inequalities, regulation, and public spending. 
Students will apply the concepts of economic thinking and the economic 
inquiry process, as well as economic models and theories, to investigate, and 
develop informed opinions about, economic trade-offs, growth, and 
sustainability and related economic issues.  
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in 
Canadian and world studies, English, or social sciences and humanities  
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Issues in Canadian Geography, Grade 9, Academic (CGC1D)  
This course examines interrelationships within and between 
Canada’s natural and human systems and how these systems 
interconnect with those in other parts of the world. Students will 
explore environmental, economic, and social geographic issues 
relating to topics such as transportation options, energy choices, and 
urban development. Students will apply the concepts of geographic 
thinking and the geographic inquiry process, including spatial 
technologies, to investigate various geographic issues and to 
develop possible approaches for making Canada a more sustainable 
place in which to live.  
Prerequisite: None  
 
 
Travel and Tourism: A Geographic Perspective, Grade 11, 
Open (CGG3O) This course focuses on issues related to travel 
and tourism within and between various regions of the world. 
Students will investigate unique environmental, sociocultural, 
economic, and political characteristics of selected world regions. 
They will explore travel patterns and trends as well as tensions 
related to tourism, and will predict future tourism destinations. 
Students will apply the concepts of geographic thinking and the 
geographic inquiry process, including spatial technologies, to 
investigate the impact of the travel industry on natural 
environments and human communities.  
Prerequisite: Issues in Canadian Geography, Grade 9, Academic 
or Applied  
 
World Issues: A Geographic Analysis, Grade 12, University (CGW4U)  
In this course, students will address the challenge of creating a more sustainable and equitable world. 
They will explore issues involving a wide range of topics, including economic disparities, threats to the 
environment, globalization, human rights, and quality of life, and analyse government policies, 
international agreements, and individual responsibilities relating to them. Students will apply the 
concepts of geographic thinking and the geographic inquiry process, including the use of spatial 
technologies, to investigate these complex issues and their impacts on natural and human 
communities around the world.  
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in Canadian and world studies, 
English, or social sciences and humanities  

 
 
Canadian History since World War I, Grade 10, Academic (CHC2D)  
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This course explores social, economic, and political developments and events and their impact on the 
lives of different individuals, groups, and communities, including First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 
individuals and communities, in Canada since 1914. Students will examine the role of conflict and 

cooperation in Canadian society, Canada’s evolving role within the global 
community, and the impact of various individuals, organizations, and 
events on identities, citizenship, and heritage in Canada. Students will 
develop an understanding of some of the political developments and 
government policies that have had a lasting impact on First Nations, 
Métis, and Inuit individuals and communities. They will develop their 
ability to apply the concepts of historical thinking and the historical inquiry 
process, including the interpretation and analysis of evidence, when 
investigating key issues and events in Canadian history since 1914.  
Prerequisite: None  
 
 

Canada: History, Identity, and Culture, Grade 12, University (CHI4U)  
This course traces the history of Canada, with a focus on the 
evolution of our national identity and culture as well as the 
identity and culture of various groups that make up Canada. 
Students will explore various developments and events, both 
national and international, from precontact to the present, and 
will examine various communities in Canada and how they 
have contributed to the development of identity and heritage 
in Canada. Students will investigate the development of 
culture and identity, including national identity, in Canada and 
how and why they have changed throughout the country’s 
history. They will extend their ability to apply the concepts of 
historical thinking and the historical inquiry process, including 
the interpretation and analysis of evidence, as they investigate 
the people, events, and forces that have shaped Canada.  
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation 
course in Canadian and world studies, English, or social 
sciences and humanities  
 

Understanding Canadian Law, Grade 11, University/College (CLU3M)  
This course explores Canadian law, with a focus on legal issues that 
are relevant to the lives of people in Canada. Students will gain an 
understanding of laws relating to rights and freedoms in Canada; our 
legal system; and family, contract, employment, tort, and criminal law. 
Students will develop legal reasoning skills and will apply the concepts 
of legal thinking and the legal studies inquiry process when 
investigating a range of legal issues and formulating and 
communicating informed opinions about them.  
Prerequisite: Canadian History since World War I, Grade 10, 
Academic or Applied  
 
Civics and Citizenship, Grade 10, Open (CHV2O)  

This course explores rights and responsibilities associated with being an active 
citizen in a democratic society. Students will explore issues of civic importance 
such as healthy schools, community planning, environmental responsibility, and 
the influence of social media, while developing their understanding of the role of 
civic engagement and of political processes in the local, national, and/or global 
community. Students will apply the concepts of political thinking and the political 
inquiry process to investigate, and express informed opinions about, a range of 
political issues and developments that are both of significance in today’s world 
and of personal interest to them.  
Prerequisite: None  
 

English, Grade 9, Academic (ENG1D)  



 23 

This course is designed to develop the oral 
communication, reading, writing, and media 
literacy skills that students need for success in 
their secondary school academic programs and in 
their daily lives. Students will analyse literary texts 
from contemporary and historical periods, 
interpret informational and graphic texts, and 
create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of 
forms. An important focus will be on the use of 
strategies that contribute to effective 
communication. The course is intended to 

prepare students for the Grade 10 academic English course, which leads to university or college 
preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12.  
Prerequisite: None  
 
English, Grade 10, Academic (ENG2D)  
This course is designed to extend the range of oral 
communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills 
that students need for success in their secondary school 
academic programs and in their daily lives. Students will 
analyse literary texts from contemporary and historical 
periods, interpret and evaluate informational and graphic 
texts, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety 
of forms. An important focus will be on the selective use of 
strategies that contribute to effective communication. This 
course is intended to prepare students for the compulsory 
Grade 11 university or college preparation course.  
Prerequisite: Grade 9 English, Academic or Applied  
 
 
 
English, Grade 11, University (ENG3U)  

This course emphasizes the development of literacy, communication, 
and critical and creative thinking skills necessary for success in 
academic and daily life. Students will analyse challenging literary texts 
from various periods, countries, and cultures, as well as a range of 
informational and graphic texts, and create oral, written, and media 
texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on using 
language with precision and clarity and incorporating stylistic devices 
appropriately and effectively. The course is intended to prepare 
students for the compulsory Grade 12 university or college preparation 
course.  
Prerequisite: Grade 10 English, Academic  
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Media Studies, Grade 11, Open (EMS3O)  
This course emphasizes knowledge and 
skills that will enable students to 
understand media communication in the 
twenty-first century and to use media 
effectively and responsibly. Through 
analysing the forms and messages of a 
variety of media works and audience 
responses to them, and through creating 
their own media works, students will 
develop critical thinking skills, aesthetic 
and ethical judgement, and skills in 
viewing, representing, listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing.  
Prerequisite: Grade 10 English, Academic 
or Applied  
 
 
 
 
 
 
English, Grade 12, University (ENG4U)  
This course emphasizes the consolidation of the literacy, communication, and critical 
and creative thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students 
will analyse a range of challenging literary texts from various periods, countries, and 
cultures; interpret and evaluate informational and graphic texts; and create oral, 
written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on using 
academic language coherently and confidently, selecting the reading strategies best 
suited to particular texts and particular purposes for reading, and developing greater 
control in writing. The course is intended to prepare students for university, college, or 
the workplace.  
Prerequisite: Grade 11 English, University Preparation  
 
 
The Writer’s Craft, Grade 12, University (EWC4U)  
This course emphasizes knowledge and skills related to the craft of writing. 
Students will analyse models of effective writing; use a workshop approach to 
produce a range of works; identify and use techniques required for specialized 
forms of writing; and identify effective ways to improve the quality of their writing. 
They will also complete a major paper as part of a creative or analytical 
independent study project, and investigate opportunities for publication and for 
writing careers.  
Prerequisite: Grade 11 English, University Preparation  
 
 
Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course, Grade 12, Open (OLC4O)  
This course is designed to help students acquire and demonstrate the cross-curricular literacy skills 
that are evaluated by the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). Students who complete 
the course successfully will meet the provincial literacy requirement for graduation. Students will read 
a variety of informational, narrative, and graphic texts and will produce a variety of forms of writing, 
including summaries, information paragraphs, opinion pieces, and news reports. Students will also 
maintain and manage a portfolio containing a record of their reading experiences and samples of their 
writing.  
Prerequisite: Eligibility requirement: Students who have been eligible to write the OSSLT at least twice 
and who have been unsuccessful at least once are eligible to take the course. (Stu- dents who have 
already met the literacy requirement for graduation may be eligible to take the course under special 
circumstances, at the discretion of the principal.)  
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ESL Level 2, Open (ESLBO)  

This course extends students’ listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing skills in English for everyday and academic purposes. 
Students will participate in conversations in structured situations on a 
variety of familiar and new topics; read a variety of texts designed or 
adapted for English language learners; expand their knowledge of 
English grammatical structures and sentence patterns; and link 
English sentences to compose paragraphs. The course also supports 
students’ continuing adaptation to the Ontario school system by 

expanding their knowledge of diversity in their new province and country.  
Prerequisite: ESL Level 1 or equivalent  
 
 
ESL Level 3, Open (ESLCO)  
This course further extends students’ skills in 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing in 
English for a variety of everyday and academic 
purposes. Students will make short classroom 
oral presentations; read a variety of adapted 
and original texts in English; and write using a 
variety of text forms. As well, students will 
expand their academic vocabulary and their 
study skills to facilitate their transition to the 
mainstream school program. This course also 
introduces students to the rights and 
responsibilities inherent in Canadian 
citizenship, and to a variety of current 
Canadian issues.  
Prerequisite: ESL Level 2 or equivalent  
 
ESL Level 4, Open (ESLDO)  
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This course prepares students to use English with 
increasing fluency and accuracy in classroom and social 
situations and to participate in Canadian society as 
informed citizens. Students will develop the oral-
presentation, reading, and writing skills required for 
success in all school subjects. They will extend listening 
and speaking skills through participation in discussions 
and seminars; study and interpret a variety of grade-level 
texts; write narratives, articles, and summaries in English; 
and respond critically to a variety of print and media texts.  
Prerequisite: ESL Level 3 or equivalent 

 
 

ESL Level 5, Open (ESLEO)  
This course provides students with the skills and strategies they need 
to make the transition to college and university preparation courses 
in English and other secondary school disciplines. Students will be 
encouraged to develop independence in a range of academic tasks. 
They will participate in debates and lead classroom workshops; read 
and interpret literary works and academic texts; write essays, 
narratives, and reports; and apply a range of learning strategies and 
research skills effectively. Students will further develop their ability to 
respond critically to print and media texts.  
Prerequisite: ESL Level 4 or equivalent 
 
 
 
 
Career Studies, Grade 10, Open (GLC2O)  

This course teaches students how to develop and achieve personal goals for 
future learning, work, and community involvement. Students will assess their 
interests, skills, and characteristics and investigate current economic and 
workplace trends, work opportunities, and ways to search for work. The course 
explores postsecondary learning and career options, prepares students for 
managing work and life transitions, and helps students focus on their goals 
through the development of a career plan.  
Prerequisite: None  
 
 

 
Designing Your Future, Grade 11, Open (GWL3O)  
This course prepares students to make successful 
transitions to postsecondary destinations as they 
investigate specific postsecondary options based on their 
skills, interests, and personal characteristics. Students will 
explore the realities and opportunities of the workplace and 
examine factors that affect success, while refining their job-
search and employability skills. Students will develop their 
portfolios with a focus on their targeted destination and 
develop an action plan for future success.  
Prerequisite: None  
 
 
 
 
Principles of Mathematics, Grade 9, Academic (MPM1D)  
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This course enables students to develop an understanding of mathematical 
concepts related to algebra, analytic geometry, and measurement and 
geometry through investigation, the effective use of technology, and abstract 
reasoning. Students will investigate relationships, which they will then 
generalize as equations of lines, and will determine the connections between 
different representations of a linear relation. They will also explore 
relationships that emerge from the measurement of three-dimensional figures 
and two-dimensional shapes. Students will reason mathematically and 
communicate their thinking as they solve multi-step problems.  
Prerequisite: None  
 

 
Principles of Mathematics, Grade 10, Academic (MPM2D)  
This course enables students to broaden their understanding of relationships 
and extend their problem-solving and algebraic skills through investigation, the 
effective use of technology, and abstract reasoning. Students will explore 
quadratic relations and their applications; solve and apply linear systems; verify 
properties of geometric figures using analytic geometry; and investigate the 
trigonometry of right and acute triangles. Students will reason mathematically 
and communicate their thinking as they solve multi-step problems.  
Prerequisite: Grade 9 Mathematics, Academic, or Grade 9 Mathematics 
Transfer, Applied to Academic  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Functions, Grade 12, University (MHF4U)  
This course extends students’ experience with functions. Students will 
investigate the properties of polynomial, rational, logarithmic, and trigonometric 
functions; develop techniques for combining functions; broaden their 
understanding of rates of change; and develop facility in applying these 
concepts and skills. Students will also refine their use of the mathematical 
processes necessary for success in senior mathematics. This course is 
intended both for students taking the Calculus and Vectors course as a 
prerequisite for a university program and for those wishing to consolidate their 
understanding of mathematics before proceeding to any one of a variety of university programs.  
Prerequisite: Functions, Grade 11, University Preparation, or Mathematics for College Technology, 
Grade 12, College Preparation  
 
 
Calculus and Vectors, Grade 12, University (MCV4U)  

This course builds on students’ previous experience with functions and their 
developing understanding of rates of change. Students will solve problems 
involving geometric and algebraic representations of vectors and 
representations of lines and planes in three- dimensional space; broaden their 
understanding of rates of change to include the derivatives of polynomial, 
sinusoidal, exponential, rational, and radical functions; and apply these 
concepts and skills to the modelling of real-world relationships. Students will 
also refine their use of the mathematical processes necessary for success in 
senior mathematics. This course is intended for students who choose to pursue 
careers in fields such as science, engineering, economics, and some areas of 
business, including those students who will be required to take a university-level 

calculus, linear algebra, or physics course.  
Prerequisite: Note: Advanced Functions, Grade 12, University Preparation, must be taken prior to or 
concurrently with Calculus and Vectors.  
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Mathematics of Data Management, Grade 12, University (MDM4U)  
This course broadens students’ understanding of mathematics as it relates to 
managing data. Students will apply methods for organizing and analysing large 
amounts of information; solve problems involving probability and statistics; and 
carry out a culminating investigation that integrates statistical concepts and 
skills. Students will also refine their use of the mathematical processes 
necessary for success in senior mathematics. Students planning to enter 
university programs in business, the social sciences, and the humanities will 
find this course of particular interest.  
Prerequisite: Functions, Grade 11, University Preparation, or Functions and 

Applications, Grade 11, University/College Preparation  
 
 
Science, Grade 9, Academic (SNC1D)  
This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic 
concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space science, and 
physics, and to relate science to technology, society, and the 
environment. Throughout the course, students will develop their skills 
in the processes of scientific investigation. Students will acquire an 
understanding of scientific theories and con- duct investigations 
related to sustainable ecosystems; atomic and molecular structures 
and the properties of elements and compounds; the study of the 
universe and its properties and components; and the principles of electricity.  
Prerequisite: None  
 
 
Science, Grade 10, Academic (SNC2D)  
This course enables students to enhance their understanding of 
concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space science, and 
physics, and of the interrelationships between science, 
technology, society, and the environment. Students are also given 
opportunities to further develop their scientific investigation skills. 
Students will plan and conduct investigations and develop their 
understanding of scientific theories related to the connections 
between cells and systems in animals and plants; chemical 
reactions, with a particular focus on acid–base reactions; forces 
that affect climate and climate change; and the interaction of light 
and matter.  
Prerequisite: Grade 9 Science, Academic or Applied  
 
 
Biology, Grade 11, University (SBI3U)  

This course furthers students’ understanding of the processes that 
occur in biological systems. Students will study theory and conduct 
investigations in the areas of biodiversity; evolution; genetic processes; 
the structure and function of animals; and the anatomy, growth, and 
function of plants. The course focuses on the theoretical aspects of the 
topics under study, and helps students refine skills related to scientific 
investigation.  
Prerequisite: Grade 10 Science, Academic  
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Biology, Grade 12, University (SBI4U)  
This course provides students with the opportunity for in-
depth study of the concepts and processes that occur in 
biological systems. Students will study theory and 
conduct investigations in the areas of biochemistry, 
metabolic processes, molecular genetics, homeostasis, 
and population dynamics. Emphasis will be placed on the 
achievement of detailed knowledge and the refinement of 
skills needed for further study in various branches of the 
life sciences and related fields.  
Prerequisite: Grade 11 Biology, University Preparation 
 
 
Chemistry, Grade 11, University (SCH3U)  

This course enables students to deepen their understanding of 
chemistry through the study of the properties of chemicals and 
chemical bonds; chemical reactions and quantitative relationships in 
those reactions; solutions and solubility; and atmospheric chemistry 
and the behaviour of gases. Students will further develop their 
analytical skills and investigate the qualitative and quantitative 
properties of matter, as well as the impact of some common chemical 
reactions on society and the environment.  
Prerequisite: Grade 10 Science, Academic  
 
 
 
 
 
Chemistry, Grade 12, University (SCH4U)  

This course enables students to deepen their understanding of chemistry 
through the study of organic chemistry, the structure and properties of matter, 
energy changes and rates of reaction, equilibrium in chemical systems, and 
electrochemistry. Students will further develop their problem-solving and 
investigation skills as they investigate chemical processes, and will refine their 
ability to communicate scientific information. Emphasis will be placed on the 
importance of chemistry in everyday life and on evaluating the impact of 
chemical technology on the environment.  
Prerequisite: Grade 11 Chemistry, University Preparation  
 
 

Physics, Grade 11, University (SPH3U)  
This course develops students’ understanding of the basic 
concepts of physics. Students will explore kinematics, with an 
emphasis on linear motion; different kinds of forces; energy trans- 
formations; the properties of mechanical waves and sound; and 
electricity and magnetism. They will enhance their scientific 
investigation skills as they test laws of physics. In addition, they will 
analyse the interrelationships between physics and technology, and 
consider the impact of technological applications of physics on 
society and the environment.  
Prerequisite: Grade 10 Science, Academic  
 
Physics, Grade 12, University (SPH4U)  
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This course enables students to deepen their understanding of physics concepts 
and theories. Students will continue their exploration of energy transformations 
and the forces that affect motion, and will investigate electrical, gravitational, and 
magnetic fields and electromagnetic radiation. Students will also explore the 
wave nature of light, quantum mechanics, and special relativity. They will further 
develop their scientific investigation skills, learning, for example, how to analyse, 
qualitatively and quantitatively, data related to a variety of physics concepts and 
principles. Students will also consider the impact of technological applications of 
physics on society and the environment.  
Prerequisite: Grade 11 Physics, University Preparation  
 

 
Food and Nutrition, Grade 10, Open (HFN2O)  
This course focuses on guidelines for making nutritious food choices. 
Students will investigate factors that influence food choices, including 
beliefs, attitudes, current trends, traditional eating patterns, food-
marketing strategies, and individual needs. Students will also explore the 
environmental impact of a variety of food choices at the local and global 
level. The course provides students with opportunities to develop food-
preparation skills and introduces them to the use of social science 
research methods in the area of food and nutrition.  
Prerequisite: None  
 
Exploring Family Studies Grade 10, Open (HIF2O)  

This course explores, within the context of families, some of the 
fundamental challenges people face: how to meet basic needs, how to 
relate to others, how to manage resources, and how to become 
responsible members of society. Students will explore adolescent 
development and will have opportunities to develop interpersonal, 
decision-making, and practical skills related to daily life. They will learn 
about the diverse ways in which families function in Canada and will use 
research skills as they explore topics related to individual and family 

needs and resources.  
Prerequisite: None  
Nutrition and Health, Grade 12, University (HFA4U)  
This course examines the relationships between food, energy balance, 
and nutritional status; the nutritional needs of individuals at different 
stages of life; and the role of nutrition in health and disease. Students will 
evaluate nutrition-related trends and will determine how food choices can 
promote food security and environmental responsibility. Students will 
learn about healthy eating, expand their repertoire of food-preparation 
techniques, and develop their social science research skills by 
investigating issues related to nutrition and health.  
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in 
social sciences and humanities, English, or Canadian and world studies  
 
 
Families in Canada, Grade 12, University (HHS4U)  

This course enables students to draw on 
sociological, psychological, and anthropological theories and research 
to analyse the development of individuals, intimate relationships, and 
family and parent-child relationships. Students will focus on issues and 
challenges facing individuals and families in Canada’s diverse society. 
They will develop analytical tools that enable them to assess various 
factors affecting families and to consider policies and practices 
intended to support families in Canada. They will develop the 
investigative skills required to conduct and communicate the results of 
research on individuals, intimate relationships, and parent-child 
relationships.  
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in 

social sciences and humanities, English, or Canadian and world studies  
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Human Development throughout the Lifespan, Grade 12, 
University/College (HHG4M)  
This course offers a multidisciplinary approach to the study of human 
development throughout the lifespan. Students will learn about a range 
of theoretical perspectives on human development. They will examine 
threats to healthy development as well as protective factors that promote 
resilience. Students will learn about physical, cognitive, and social-
emotional development from the prenatal period through old age and will 
develop their research and inquiry skills by investigating issues related to 
human development.  
Prerequisite: Any university, university/college, or college preparation 
course in social sciences and humanities, English, or Canadian and 
world studies  
 
Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology, and Sociology, (HSP3U) Grade 11, University  

This course provides students with opportunities to think critically about 
theories, questions, and issues related to anthropology, psychology, 
and sociology. Students will develop an understanding of the 
approaches and research methods used by social scientists. They will 
be given opportunities to explore theories from a variety of 
perspectives, to conduct social science research, and to become 
familiar with current thinking on a range of issues within the three 
disciplines.  
Prerequisite: The Grade 10 academic course in English, or the Grade 
10 academic history course (Canadian and world studies)  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Challenge and Change in Society, Grade 12, University (HSB4U)  

This course focuses on the use of social science theories, 
perspectives, and methodologies to investigate and explain shifts in 
knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and behaviour and their impact on 
society. Students will critically analyse how and why cultural, social, 
and behavioural patterns change over time. They will explore the ideas 
of social theorists and use those ideas to analyse causes of and 
responses to challenges such as technological change, deviance, and 
global inequalities. Students will explore ways in which social science 
research methods can be used to study social change.  
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in 
social sciences and humanities, English, or Canadian and world 
studies  
 
 

 
 
 
Communications Technology, Grade 11, University/College (TGJ3M)  
This course examines communications technology from a media 
perspective. Students will develop knowledge and skills as they 
design and produce media projects in the areas of live, recorded, 
and graphic communications. These areas may include TV, video, 
and movie production; radio and audio production; print and 
graphic communications; photography; digital imaging; broadcast 
journalism; and interactive new media. Students will also develop 
an awareness of related environmental and societal issues, and 
will explore college and university programs and career 
opportunities in the various communications technology fields.  
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Prerequisite: None 
 
 
Communications Technology, Grade 12, University/College (TGJ4M)  

This course enables students to further develop 
media knowledge and skills while designing and 
producing projects in the areas of live, recorded, 
and graphic communications. Students may work in 
the areas of TV, video, and movie production; radio 
and audio production; print and graphic 
communications; photography; digital imaging; 
broadcast journalism; and interactive new media. 
Students will also expand their awareness of 
environmental and societal issues related to 
communications technology, and will investigate 
career opportunities and challenges in a rapidly 
changing technological environment.  

Prerequisite: Communications Technology, Grade 11, University/College Preparation  
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